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An ethics controversy
rocking the Broward
County Elections Office is
having a ripple effect,
with Sunrise and other
cities taking steps to ban
key officials from involvement in city elections.
As attorney for the supervisor of elections, Burnadette Norris-Weeks
gave her employer legal
advice on last year’s contentious District 2 County
Commission race. She
also made a donation to
one of the losing candidates.
County Commissioner
Mark Bogen, who won the
race, wants Norris-Weeks
banned from being involved in a campaign. If
not, he thinks she should
be required to abstain
from advising the elections office on any race in
which she has made a donation.

Elections Supervisor
Brenda Snipes is seeking
an ethics ruling from the
Florida Bar.
No w Sunri se Mayor
Mike Ryan is leading the
charge to prohibit highlevel officials in Sunrise
from donating to candidates in city elections.
At least two cities in
Broward may follow
Ryan’s lead: Lauderhill
and Hallandale Beach.
A third, Lauderdale
Lakes, drafted an ordinance, but backed away
on June 23.
“ I d o n’ t t h i n k w e
should get tangled up in
all of this,” Lauderdale
Lakes Commissioner
Eileen Rathery said, noting that the controversy
was rankling the halls of
county government not
City Hall.
But on June 23, Sunrise
commissioners gave ini-

tial approval to the new
rules in a 4-1 vote.
Sunrise Commissioner
Larry Sofield cast the lone
dissenting vote.
“Is this really necessary,” he said. “I haven’t
seen charter officers supporting candidates for
commission.”
Ryan argued the ban
would only serve to safeguard the integrity of the
city’s elections, giving
voters peace of mind that
key officials are not engaging in inappropriate
campaigning.
The Sunrise ban affects
t h e c i t y m a n a g e r, c i t y
clerk, police chief, city attorney and assistant city
attorney.
The list of prohibited
activities include making
campaign
donations, continues
wearing a
on 15
campaign T-

Special-needs students prep for careers at ARC

FROM THE GROUND UP Children pull weeds at North Lauderdale Saraniero
Branch Library as part of From the Ground Up, a youth community gardening
program for children ages 7 to 17. STAFF PHOTO/TODD ROLLER
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Tamarac 96-year-old teaches
fitness classes, performs, more

in doubt.
This
doubt has
arisen because of the breathtaking
power of forgiveness expressed by the survivors
of the Charleston shootings.
These people could
easily have been forgiven
for screaming words of
continued
from 7

of their blood-stained
church and into the
streets with words of forgiveness and love.
Speaking directly to
the killer at his bond
hearing, one of them
said, “You hurt me. You
hurt a lot of people, but
God forgives you, and I
forgive you.”
I heard this pure love

and then killed himself. A
grandfather of one of the
murdered girls said, “We
must not think evil of this
man.”
Another Amish father
noted of the killer, “He
had a mother and a wife
and a soul, and now he’s
standing before a just
God.”
Another commented,

11

of the man who committed these acts.”
In the face of such responses, I’m consumed
by two questions: “How
does God make people
like this?” and “Are they
right?” I can’t answer either question. I’m simply
in awe of the complete
way these people have
expelled hatred and re-

what it even means to forgive someone who
doesn’t even want to be
forgiven. A part of me believes that anger at killers
helps us rid the world of
killers, and that forgiveness has the same effect
as sheep forgiving their
slaughterers , just producing more dead sheep.
A part of me believes

possibility. They may be
wrong, but they are pure,
and I am in awe of them
all.
After the killings in the
Pennsylvania Amish
community, one of the
Amish parents said,
“Really, the only way to
answer this is to toss it in
the Lord’s lap and say,
‘ Yo u t a k e c a r e o f i t ; I

