
Celebrate Jumpstart’s Read for the Record on October 27, 2022! 
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Join us in reading to children 

Nigel and the Moon
by Antwan Eady, Illustrations by Gracey Zhang

Thursday, October 27, 2022
Bring Nigel and the Moon to Life

Discovering New Words in Nigel and the Moon

•   Make reading fun and interactive. Read expressively (use voices, gestures, and 
actions) to draw readers into the story and boost their understanding of events, 
characters, and themes.

•   As you follow Nigel through career week, explain new words, comment on 
illustrations, and ask questions.

•   Mimic the facial expressions of the characters to show their emotions, such as 
frowning in worry, whispering with shyness, and smiling with pride.

Pride –  a feeling of happiness that you 
have done something good 

Career –  a job someone does for a  
long time 

Distance – how far apart two things are 
Quiver –  to shake when you are 

nervous or scared

Shrink – to become smaller 
Worry –  to think about something  

you are afraid of 
Fancy – very special 
Swell – to become bigger

Describe the meaning of a word, point to an illustration, or use tone of voice to convey the word’s meaning.



Celebrate Jumpstart’s Read for the Record on October 27, 2022! 

Let’s Play

Let’s Talk About Nigel and the Moon

•   Choose a favorite scene and invite your child to act out a role from the story and 
chime in on dialogue.

•   Play a guessing game with emotions from the story. For example, “I’m twirling 
around the moon. How am I feeling?”

•   Talk about the different jobs described in the story. Pretend to be astronauts, 
truck drivers, veterinarians, architects, or chefs!

•   In the story, Nigel tells the moon about the many different jobs he dreams about: an 
astronaut,a dancer, and a superhero. What would you like to be when you grow up?

•   Nigel thinks it's easy to tell the moon his truth and his dreams. Why does he feel 
different about sharing at school?

•   Nigel is scared his class will laugh because he thinks his parents don’t have fancy jobs.
•   What happens when his parents come to school? How do his feelings change?
•   Nigel’s mom is a postal carrier who helps people connect by delivering all types 

of letters. Nigel’s mom is an essential worker, someone who helps the community. 
Why is her job important? Can you think of other jobs that help people?

•   At the end of the story, Nigel proudly stands in front of the classroom with his parents.
•   What special things does your family do that make you feel proud or very happy?

Try these ideas for practicing vocabulary and exploring story themes through the children’s  
imagination and play: 

We hope you enjoyed Nigel and the Moon as much as we did – but don't close the book just yet!  
Talking about the characters and what happened throughout the story helps children make meaning  
of the story events and build connections to the world around them. Use some of the following questions 
and prompts to get the conversation started: 
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