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Conspicuous Coyotes
Growing up in South Florida, I have had my fair share of wildlife 
encounters.  From alligators to snakes to stingrays, there have been 
times where wildlife was a little too close for comfort.  Nevertheless, 
it is always amazing to see the beauty of these animals in their natural 
habitats.  Over the years, I have come to anticipate wildlife sightings 
while kayaking, hiking, or exploring the South Florida ecosystems.  I 
know to keep a safe distance and react appropriately if anything 
approaches me.  However, what I did not anticipate, was having to 
utilize these skills in my own backyard.

Coyote.  Photo by FWC.

Behind my apartment complex is an old golf course, that now functions as a park.  The lingering summer heat has 
been a bit of a deterrent for the typical evening crowds.  It has been much quieter than normal, but this has not 
interrupted my early evening workout routine.

Last week I found myself alone again, but perhaps in the company of my neighbor and his dog?  I peered into 
the distance as the dog sniffed near the edge of our pond.  The owner was nowhere in sight.  A naive second 
look around prompted a Little Red Riding Hood moment.  I thought how the “dog” looked a bit unconventional.  
Suddenly it hit me; the big ears, the broad body, the elongated snout- it was a coyote!

I slowly backed up towards my apartment.  I was completely captivated by how this wild animal and I were sharing 
the same space.  This beautiful creature was alone, in the middle of a suburban neighborhood.  I admired its docile 
behavior as it trotted to a hilltop to take a nap in the shade.  It appeared peaceful and undisturbed, but I was a bit 
frazzled and puzzled by the whole encounter.

It turns out my experience with this coyote was not all that unique!  According to Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC), coyotes are commonly seen in both urban and suburban areas and have been 
documented in all 67 Florida counties.  Coyotes are a native species that play an important role within Florida 
ecosystems.  They help manage populations of rodents, insects, and other small animals.



2

Furthermore, they are generally non-problematic co-residents.  Taking the proper 
precautions is extremely important to prevent potential issues.  FWC has a list of guidelines 
to help people coexist with these urban hunters.

Feeding coyotes is illegal.  They will lose their fear of humans and become a nuisance.
Secure garbage cans.
Clean up pet food and fallen fruit.
Secure livestock in predator-resistant enclosures.
Keep pets in enclosed areas.
Walk dogs on a short leash.

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Photo by Joshua Wilking 
on Unsplash

Each year in Florida, many natural spaces are converted into neighborhoods, so it is safe 
to say our suburban coyotes are here to stay.  Talk with your neighbors and share tips and 
sightings.  If you notice unusual or dangerous coyote behavior, report it to your nearest FWC 
Regional office.  It is important to stay safe and aware so we can responsibly co-habitate 
with local wildlife who also call these lands home. 

For more information on coyotes in Florida please visit: myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/
myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/coyote/

By Megan Barry, Exhibits Assistant

https://myfwc.com/conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/coyotes/
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/profiles/mammals/land/coyote/
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Manager's Corner
Welcome to the final issue of our Hammock Happenings program guide and 
newsletter for 2020.  This is the sixth issue we have produced since closing our 
doors in March and switching to a completely virtual way of engaging with you.  
Hopefully you have found the chance to watch some of our videos, attend a 
virtual program or two, read our blogs, and follow along with us as we continue 
to care for our animals and gardens.  We are continuing to create new and 
exciting content, so be sure to visit our website and follow us on social media.

Here at Gumbo Limbo during the last two months of the year, we usually look 
forward to cooler weather and big crowds visiting the Nature Center.  Well, there is nothing “normal” about 2020!  
The weather is starting to “cool” off, but we haven’t seen crowds of visitors around here since early March.  I know I 
speak for all of us at Gumbo Limbo when I say that “We miss you!”

One of my favorite Holiday programs at Gumbo Limbo is Ornaments Naturally.  Every year, I look forward to creating 
ornaments of shells, sea glass, and other natural treasures with my amazingly talented and creative colleagues.  This 
year, we will be offering a curbside craft kit option for you to make your own ornaments with shells and other beach 
treasures, and posting a how-to video called Seashell Creations.  These free craft kits are sure to run out quickly, so 
see "Seashell Creations" on page 11 for information for how to reserve and pick up your kit.  Of course, once your 
creative juices get going, you might want to keep hunting on your own for some beach treasures to create with!  Be 
sure to check out our downloadable Beachcombing Guide for tips to identifying and finding the best shells and sea 
beans on our beaches.

Are you still looking for some binge-worthy TV to watch?  Look inside for a reminder about Troubled Waters: A 
Turtle’s Tale.  Much of the ground-breaking documentary was filmed right here at Gumbo Limbo and on Boca Raton 
beaches, and features our team hard at work.  We recently found out that the film was nominated for five regional 
EMMY awards in the categories of: Best Topical Documentary, Best Director, Best (non-news) Editing, Best Narration, 
and Best Photography.  It was an honor and a privilege to be a part of this film; make sure you check it out!

Finally, as we wind down towards the “most wonderful time of the year,” I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you 
and your loved ones a peaceful, healthy, and happy season; regardless of how you choose to celebrate.

Until next time, 
Leanne Welch, Manager

Get Social With Us!

#LoveGumboLimbo

Facebook
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc

Instagram
gumbolimbonaturecenter

Twitter
@GumboLimboNC

YouTube
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

#LoveBocaRaton
Boca Raton Recreation

City of Boca Raton Government

https://www.facebook.com/GumboLimboNatureCenter
https://twitter.com/GumboLimboNC
https://www.instagram.com/gumbolimbonaturecenter/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GumboLimboNC
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRecreation
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRatonCity/
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/virtual-programs#Beachcombing
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Starting a Butterfly Garden as a Novice

Milkweed

You have decided you would like to start your own butterfly garden; some key items 
need to be considered if you’re new to this type of gardening.

Location for success requires you pick an area that is sunny for at least half of the day as 
most nectar plants require this.  Since the soil in Southeast Florida is mostly sand below 
the minimal topsoil of home developments, nutrients such as compost, sphagnum 
moss, or enriched natural topsoil will need to be added to get your plants to establish.

For plant selection, it is best to choose native species.  This includes nectar attractants 
as well as host plants for egg laying success of the butterfly life cycle.  Many local 
nurseries have personnel that can assist with your selection of plants.  Research 
specifics on which plants attract local butterflies.

My own introduction to establishing a butterfly garden dealt with a decision to 
have an exceptionally large blue agave removed by a landscaping company that 
specialized in butterfly garden renovation.  They removed the agave and because 
of the toxicity of the sap, they had to replace much of the topsoil.  They planted a 
pink powder puff bush, which is a fall to winter blooming nectar plant, and since 
it is in the pea family, also a host plant to sulphur and white butterfly species.  
Beneath this plant I had them plant coontie, the host for the atala.  I have since 
added lantana, pentas, and Mexican heather as nectar plants in this area.  This 
landscaping was performed in January 2019 and is producing results with Barred 
Sulphur, Cloudless Sulphur, Great Southern White egg laying and caterpillar 
activity on the powder puff as well as Ceraunus Blue nectar feeding.  The coontie 
now has atala. Atala caterpillars

Atala butterfly

Thus inspired, I ordered wildflower seeds online and hoed a small area 
in January 2020 which provided numerous nectar flowers attracting Gulf 
Fritillary, Julia, Zebra Longwing, White Peacock, Giant Swallowtail, and 
honeybees.  In addition, I planted a purple passionflower for nectar and 
host for the fritillary; 2 firebush dwarfs, a firespike, and a porterweed for 
nectar to various butterflies and hummingbirds; but the most successful 
nectar attractant has been a sweet almond bush that heavily attracts 
bees, atala, blues, and all the previous mentioned butterflies.

It goes without saying, that no butterfly garden is complete without 
adding milkweed.  This plant is both the host plant and provides nectar 
for the monarch and his cousin the queen.  It may alarm you when these 
caterpillars completely devour the plant and you’re left with stems.  Not 
to worry, the plant will regrow new leaves in time for another cycle of 
egg laying in 3-4 weeks.

In closing there is one more plant that you might discover when tending to your ornamentals.  You may notice 
growing in your bougainvillea a small vine with delicate tiny white flowers identified as the corkystem passionflower.  
Let it be - for this is the host for the Zebra Longwing, our Florida state butterfly.

By Robert Crevello, Volunteer
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Tracking Turtles: An Update
Since 2014, Gumbo Limbo Nature Center has been satellite 
tracking rehabilitated sea turtle patients after their recovery 
and return to sea.  Our satellite tracking program has followed 
the movements of 23 sea turtle patients since the start of our 
program and has contributed greatly to our understanding of sea 
turtle movements after rehabilitation.

Gumbo Limbo's Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility often treats 
sizes and species of sea turtles that are not often encountered in 
the wild which helps researchers learn more about these difficult 
to study turtles.  Adult female sea turtles are most often tracked 
in the wild because they come up on land to lay eggs where tags 
can be easily applied, while male turtles are notoriously difficult 
to study.  In 2017 and 2020, Gumbo Limbo was able to track two 
male loggerhead sea turtles.  Similarly, juvenile sea turtles spend 
their entire time foraging in the ocean and are less easily studied 
at sea.  Recently, Gumbo Limbo began satellite tracking juvenile 
green sea turtles involved in hook interactions at fishing piers 
to learn more about these turtles’ behaviors post-recovery.  Our 
program has also been able to apply transmitters to Kemp's ridley and hawksbill sea turtles, which are rare in South 
Florida waters. 

A satellite view of the United States showing the track 
lines of several tagged sea turtles.  

Zabini, a loggerhead turtle, was released with a 
satellite transmitter in June 2019.

Excitingly, one of our patients, Zabini, recently began transmitting again 
after being released in June 2019.  Zabini travelled over 1,800 miles to 
foraging grounds near the Virginia coastline and stopped transmitting 
in October 2019.  We are thrilled to see that Zabini is transmitting 
again and cannot wait to see where she goes next.  There are currently 
five turtles actively tracking today and we recently deployed another 
satellite transmitter on our patient Wormhole last month!  Wormhole's 
release was live streamed on our social media and you can follow along 
with Wormhole and all our turtle's journeys on our satellite tracking 
webpage.

By Caitlin Bovery, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant

City Trucks & Things That Go!
Earlier this Fall, we had the pleasure of being part of the Boca Raton 
Public Library’s series "City Trucks & Things That Go!"  Each video 
features guests from various departments in the City of Boca Raton 
who read a children's story and then show off one of their amazing 
vehicles!

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant, Emily Mirowski, read “Turtle Tug 
to the Rescue", by Michael Slack.  Afterward, Whitney Crowder, Sea 
Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator, joined Emily to give a tour of our 
beautiful new sea turtle rescue vehicle and visit the rehabilitation 
facility.  Watch the video on the Library’s Facebook page.

ttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRLR-TXNt8c&list=PLtN9WLDHw9CjIVWjQd3zZZv93yQLeFf2R&index=16
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/satellite-tracking
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/satellite-tracking
https://www.facebook.com/BocaLibrary/posts/4459886414052336
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Return of The Manatee
Winter marks the return of one of Florida’s most endearing animals, the Florida 
manatee.  Because of its popularity and endangered status, it was designated 
Florida’s state marine mammal in 1975.  Since then, successful conservation 
measures have contributed to a population increase sufficient to downlist the 
Florida manatee from endangered to threatened.

Florida manatees live in the fresh, salt, and brackish waters of shallow rivers, 
bays, estuaries, and canals, as well as in the open ocean.  During the warmer 
months, these gentle herbivores travel in coastal waters as far north as the 

Carolinas and Virginia on the east coast, and west to Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi on the Gulf coast, feeding on 
both fresh and saltwater aquatic plants (up to 150 pounds per day!).

Manatees need warm water year-round to survive, so as northern waters begin to cool in the fall, the manatees 
begin their yearly migration back to warmer temperatures.  One favorite manatee hangout is Florida’s freshwater 
springs.  These springs maintain a temperature of about 72 degrees, year-round.  While a bit cool for a thin-blooded 
Floridian human like myself, to a manatee it’s just right!

When water temperatures drop, another common place to find Florida 
manatees congregating for a warm soak is the local coastal power plant.  For 
decades, coal fired plants have been discharging warm water into the ocean, 
attracting manatees by the hundreds!  Generations of manatees have been 
relying on the warm water discharges, and scientists are concerned about 
the manatees’ artificial, warm-water dependency as methods for generating 
power are changing.  Eventually the power plants could cease their warm 
water discharges, forcing manatee populations to seek out warmer waters 
elsewhere.  After all these years, will they be able to change their patterns 
or will they get sick and die in their formerly warm sanctuaries?  Are there 
efforts underway to help the manatees through the transition?  Thankfully, there are!

Here in Palm Beach County, steps have been taken to assure a warm water source for the local manatees for the 
time being.  The permit for the power plant in Riviera Beach required that Florida Power & Light (FPL) heat the water 
adjacent to the plant when water temperatures dip below 68 degrees.  As an additional measure, FPL built Manatee 
Lagoon on site, an educational center where the public can safely view manatees up close and learn about the 
importance of the local ecosystems.

November 15 through March 31 is official manatee season in Florida, when both human and 
manatee populations are highly concentrated.  Manatees are still dying at disturbing rates, 
with boat strikes being the number one cause of death.  In a study done by the University 
of Florida, the speeds of boaters passing through low-wake manatee safety zones were 
monitored, and 55% of the boat operators did not even slow down.  Please, if you are a boater, 
always be watchful and comply with speed regulations.

Despite its protected status, the manatee’s destiny still hangs in the balances.  Can we personally make a difference?  
We can choose to be well informed citizens, consumers, voters, and advocates for the things we value.  Otherwise, 
we forfeit the opportunity and imperil not only the manatee’s future, but our own as well.

By Susan Elliott, Environmental Program Coordinator
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Why Should We Save Sharks?
Sharks are often thought of as mindless eating machines, out to ruin family trips to the beach.  However, this 
couldn’t be further from the truth!  The fear of sharks has led to people not realizing how important they are.  Most 
people don’t think that sharks disappearing would affect their everyday life; in fact, people might even think that it 
would make a beach vacation more fun.  However, without sharks in the oceans, the ecosystem would fall apart and 
it would change not just the beach, but affect everyday life.

Why are sharks important?
Sharks are apex predators, which means they are at the top of the food chain.  
Without them, ecosystems would fall apart, including coral reefs.  Predatory 
fish would reproduce at much higher rates, leading to a decimation of the 
herbivorous fish population which eats the algae on coral reefs.  Too much algae 
on the reefs leads to algae blooms that remove all the oxygen from the water, 
thereby suffocating the ocean and producing toxins which can lead to massive 
fish die-offs.

Without coral reefs, the biodiversity of the oceans would plummet, leading to 
species extinction, and eventually ending the fishing industry which employs 
people all over the world.  In addition, lack of biodiversity can limit research for 
things like medical advancements; for example, squalene (an oil found in shark 
livers) is being used in vaccine research for COVID-19.

Photo by Colton Jones on UnSplash. 
What we can do to save them?
Plastics in the oceans affect sharks too!  Plastics can become entangled around 
sharks, which can slowly kill them.  Sharks, like other marine life, can also 
ingest plastics.  Reducing single-use plastics isn’t a fast solution but is a huge step in the right direction.  Make 
sure when you go to the beach that you don’t leave any trash behind and pick up any trash you see.  Reducing 
your carbon footprint can help with global warming which will ultimately reduce the temperature of the oceans.  
Warming temperatures eliminate sharks’ food sources which can drive them closer to humans, increasing chances of 
accidental encounters.

Photo by Alex Rose on UnSplash. 

Check your ingredients!  Squalene is often a common ingredient in 
cosmetics due to its hydrating properties.  However, squalene can also 
be produced from plant-based or bacteria sources.  Make sure to check 
your cosmetics and household products ingredient list for squalene and 
move toward vegan products.  In general, look for cleaning and personal 
products that are more eco-friendly.

Finally, check out what your local legislation is doing to protect sharks.  
Are there regulations against over-fishing?  Are they setting up marine 
sanctuaries to protect the ecosystems that we all rely on?  You can 
contact your local, state, and the federal government to advocate for 
sharks and help protect the biodiversity of our oceans.

By Lara Howery, Volunteer
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We Need Bees and Bees Need Us
There are over 16,000 known species of bees and they can be found on every continent except Antarctica.  The most 
important role bees play on this planet is pollination.  Flowering plants depend on bees for pollination, including 
an estimated one-third of the human food supply.  A colony or hive of bees can have thousands of individuals living 
and working together.  There are drones (male bees) whose only purpose is to mate with the queen.  There is the 
queen that lays all the eggs in the hive, and there are worker bees that do all the work such as collecting the pollen 
and nectar and transforming it into honey.  Honey is fed to the developing larvae, and of course, is enjoyed by other 
animals, including humans!

Not only is honey delicious, but there are a lot of benefits of using honey to treat wounds.  Raw honey is very acidic 
which helps kill bacteria and fungi.  Also, bees inject an enzyme into honey, giving it antiseptic properties.  Honey 
has anti-inflammatory properties, antioxidant capacities, and stimulates cell growth due to its high sugar content.  
With all these benefits, it is of no surprise that our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility uses raw honey to treat wounds 
on our sea turtle patients.

Sometimes bees may take up residence and build a colony in a 
location where they are not welcome.  An established colony 
will have layers of comb, thousands of bees, honey, larvae or 
developing bees, and will defend their nest if necessary.  If 
bees become a nuisance, or a stinging threat to people or 
animals, there are two options: the colony can be removed 
and relocated, or it can be eradicated.  Since bee populations 
are in decline and plants and humans depend on them, safe 
removal and relocation is the preferred option.  In most cases, 
a registered and licensed beekeeper can safely remove the 
bees, comb, brood, and honey, and relocate it.  Never attempt 
to remove or eradicate a colony yourself.  It can be dangerous 
and a violation of state or federal pesticide laws.  Always call 
an expert!

Recently, at Gumbo Limbo, we had a bee colony being built under one 
of our office buildings in a location where people had to walk past the 
bees as they went in and out of the cavity that led to their hive.  The 
bee activity was observed for several days and when it was obvious 
that they were here to stay, an expert came out to safely remove and 
relocate them.  Bees are normally transient and docile, so removal 
was fairly quick and easy.  The photos show they were very early in 
the development stage of a colony as there were no larvae or honey, 
just small pieces of a beautifully constructed comb.

How can you help bees?
Avoid using pesticides and herbicides.  Research bee-friendly      

    alternatives.
Allow weeds, dandelions, and clover to grow.  Bees prefer a meadow, not a perfectly manicured lawn.
Shop responsibly.  Buy local, sustainable, earth-friendly foods.
Bee educated.  Learn the importance of bees and help others avoid misconceptions.
Support local beekeepers and honey producers!

By David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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Friends of Gumbo Limbo Needs Your Help
Dear Friends,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Executive Director, and 
dedicated staff, we hope that you and your loved ones are safe 
and healthy.  At Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, we have the great 
privilege of supporting the marine life, sea turtles, and coastal 
ecosystem in a unique coastal hammock.  Today, Friends of Gumbo 
Limbo Needs Your Help!

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center has been closed for the past 8 months 
since the pandemic forced operations to cease.  The effects of this 
crisis on Gumbo Limbo Nature Center are becoming more and 
more challenging each day.  We remain closed with no certain future date to re-open to the public.  At the beginning 
of the year, through your support, we were well on our way to surpass our revenue goals for the year.  Now that 
scenario has changed, and we face a tremendous loss.

For the first time in 36 years, we face a $900,000 shortfall in funding.  Since March, we have encountered immense 
challenges due to the closure of the Center that have greatly impacted our ability to generate revenue and 
fundraise:

• Loss of more than a half million dollars in income from our Gift Shop at the Center.
Fees from our Friends Programs (Camps, Member Events) that have been cancelled.
Monetary support from guests who visit the Nature Center and contribute with their donations.
Cancellation of all in-person special events – Gumbo Limbo 10K, Sea Coast Toast, GumboFest, etc.
Community education programs, school programs and private events.

Gumbo Limbo serves as a vital resource in providing care for and protecting endangered sea turtles and marine life.  
While our doors remain closed to the public, we continue to care for these amazing creatures and remain steadfast 
in our mission.

We simply cannot do this without your help.  Funding is urgently needed to keep our Center operational and to 
provide continued care.

Your donations will help cover the operational costs associated with food for the fish and animals, critical supplies 
and veterinary care, and rescue and rehabilitation of the sea turtles.  Any gift to our Emergency Fund that is 
comfortable for you will help keep our life-saving programs and services intact.  Your gift helps us to help them 
survive - and thrive.

We are so grateful for your support and extend our appreciation to our friends of Gumbo Limbo far and wide, who 
have asked how they can help!  When Gumbo Limbo Nature Center reopens, we look forward to celebrating the joy 
that comes from supporting the turtles and this truly magical ecosystem, with you.

Thank you for your generosity.
Sheila Reinken
Treasurer, Board of Trustees, Friends of Gumbo Limbo 

• 
• 
• 
• 

CLICK HERE TO 
DONATE TODAY!

https://www.classy.org/campaign/gumbo-limbo-emergency-fund/c301681
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Support Gumbo Limbo

Adopt A Turtle
It can be tough to find the perfect gift... but look no further!  Consider giving the gift of charity to those you care 
about.  Hatchling or resident sea turtle "adoptions" available at GumboLimbo.org/Adopt.

Membership
Become a Friends of Gumbo Limbo member today!  Be kept in the loop about upcoming virtual programs and enjoy 
exclusive discounts and early access.  Find the full list of member benefits at GumboLimbo.org/Membership.

Pave the Way
An engraved paver at Gumbo Limbo is a personalized way to show your support for our mission.  Find out how you 
can help pave the way at GumboLimbo.org/Pave-The-Way.

The Gumbo Limbo Gift Shop
Friends of Gumbo Limbo has worked hard at a complete 
overhaul of our store, with a strong focus on sustainable 
and recycled products.  We're thrilled to announce our 
new online store, where you can shop from the safety 
of your own home while still supporting Gumbo Limbo!  
ShopGumboLimbo.org.  Once we are able to open again, 
you'll be welcome in a store that will allow appropriate 
social distancing measures to ensure your safety.

Have You Seen Troubled Waters: A Turtle's Tale?
Missing the movie theaters?  Binge watched everything Netflix has available throughout the pandemic?  Did you 
know that Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, along with some of our favorite partners in the marine conservation 
industry, are featured in the WLRN documentary, Troubled Waters: A Turtle's Tale?

This documentary explores the human impact on South Florida's marine and coastal environments through the lens 
of the sea turtle.  Featuring acclaimed actor and ocean activist Ted Danson and narrated by Peter Coyote, this film 
takes a deeper look at the very real effects of global warming, water pollution, and single-use plastics.

These issues aren't only a Florida problem, but a significant 
problem worldwide.  We must act now and change our behaviors.  
Troubled Waters reveals the challenges of confronting the largest 
resource of life on earth and offers solutions and actions that can 
be taken to help turn back the tide.

If you're local to South Florida, you can find this month's WLRN 
broadcast dates for the film on the Troubled Waters' website.  As 
well, you can find some incredible information and resources to 
learn more about what steps you can take to help our environment 
and ensure a healthy future for us all, humans and sea turtles alike.

http://GumboLimbo.org/Adopt
http://GumboLimbo.org/Membership
http://GumboLimbo.org/Pave-The-Way
http://ShopGumboLimbo.org
https://turtletale.org/
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November and December Virtual Programs

Animal Adventures Virtual Camp
Join us during school breaks to explore topics in science 
and nature together using GoToMeeting.  Get ready 
for lots of indoor and outdoor nature fun with our 
camp counselors.  Register for one or both days!  For 
registration information, see our website.
Children in grades 3-5, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
 Monday, November 23; Tuesday, November 24
Children in grades 1-3, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
 Monday, December 28; Tuesday, December 29
Cost per child per day: 
Resident/Member $10, Non-resident/Non-member $12

Beachcombing Gumbo Limbo Style!
This self-guided adventure will give you both the 
knowledge and incentive to get out, enjoy the beach, find 
cool natural treasures, and help wildlife all at the same 
time.  Available anytime on our website.

Homeschool Workshops
Join Gumbo Limbo virtually as our educators offer super, 
science-based lessons for your homeschool students.  
Registration required.
Ages 3-5: Tuesday, November 17
Ages 6-8: Wednesday, November 18
Ages 9-12: Thursday, November 19
10:30-11:30 am (Ages 3-5 ends at 11:15 am)
Cost per child: Resident/Member $5,
Non-resident/Non-member $8,
Sibling Resident/Member $3, 
Sibling Non-resident/Non-member $6

Little Wonders and Nature Detectives
Join us, at your convenience, for a virtual nature 
exploration.  This pre-recorded program includes a 
nature lesson, story-time videos, and a free craft kit for 
ages 3-6.  In November we will explore The Colors of 
Nature!  December's topic is TBD.  Call 561-544-8612 to 
reserve your craft kit for scheduled pick-up on November 
11 and 13, and December 9 and 11.  Visit our website on 
or after November 14 and December 12 for the lesson 
links.  Previous topics available anytime.

New! Night Explorers
Who’s afraid of the dark?  A virtual tour on our 
boardwalk after hours will reveal sights and sounds 
missed by our daytime visitors.  Join our naturalists 
on Facebook Live as they search the shadows of the 
hammock for things that go bump in the night!
Fridays; November 20, December 18; 8:00 pm
Recommended for ages 8-adult.

The Science of Nature
Join us on Facebook Live for a naturalist guided lesson 
on coastal ecology topics.  November’s topic is Florida’s 
Resident Reptiles!  Learn about and meet some of the 
reptiles living throughout Florida’s wild forests, wetlands, 
and coastal areas.  Learn to identify native and invasive 
reptiles, understand their impacts on Florida’s ecology, 
and contribute to herpetology data with iNaturalist from 
your own backyard!  December's topic is TBD.
Recommended for ages 10-adult.
Sundays; November 15, December 13; 10:00 am

Seashell Creations
Nature provides a bounty of beautiful materials for 
decorating and crafts.  The ocean is especially generous 
with her gifts; people have been using seashells for 
thousands of years to create clothing, jewelry, and décor.  
Here is your chance to learn to use shells in unique 
holiday creations.  In a pre-recorded video, you will get to 
see imaginative holiday decorations and we will take you 
step by step through a shell craft demo.  Free craft kits 
will be available for pickup while supplies last, beginning 
December 15.  Call 561-544-8605 to reserve your kit.  
The video demonstration will be available on our Virtual 
Programs page on December 19.

https://www.gumbolimbo.org/registration-information
http://www.gumbolimbo.org/virtual-programs#Beachcombing
http://www.gumbolimbo.org/homeschool-workshops
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/little-wonder-nature-detectives
http://www.facebook.com/GumboLimboNatureCenter
http://www.facebook.com/GumboLimboNatureCenter
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/virtual-programs
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/virtual-programs
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Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
Hours & Information

We remain closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Boardwalk is open 7:30 am - sunset with access 
from Red Reef Park West parking lot.  Check gumbolimbo.org for updates.

General Information (561) 544-8605  ·  Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608  ·  Gift Shop (561) 544-8610

1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
gumbolimbo.org

Suggested donation of $5 per person.
Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc. to support Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, 

including, but not limited to, feeding the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.

City of Boca Raton Recreation Services Staff

Administration & Operations

Recreation Services Director - Michael Kalvort, CPRE

Deputy Recreation Services Director - Michelle Zimmer, CPRP

Manager - Leanne Welch

Secretary - Darlene Rosa

Volunteer Coordinator - Rebecca Germany

Visitor Hospitality Representative - Debra Wilson

Environmental Program Coordinator - Kristin Child

Community Events Assistant - Kayla Caldwell

Aquarium

Senior Aquarist - Keith Herman

Aquarist - Bryan Danson

Education

Environmental Program Coordinator - Susan Elliott

Science Educators - Christie Collins, Alyssa Saldarriaga

Environmental Educator - Frankie Gorora

Exhibits

Exhibits Coordinator - Cory Keester-O’Mills

Exhibits Assistant - Megan Barry

Exhibits Intern - Winston Miller

Facilities Maintenance

Maintenance Supervisor III - Reed Benardo

Custodian - Kevin Addison

Groundskeeper - Cary Boudreau

Sea Turtle Conservation

Marine Conservationist - Kirt Rusenko, PhD

Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator - David Anderson

Marine Turtle Specialists - Rachel Brown, Lisa Esposito, 

Carlee Jackson, Kylea Perrin, Taylor Roe

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator - Whitney Crowder

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistants - Caitlin Bovery, Emily Mirowski

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc.

Staff

Executive Director - John Holloway

Administrative Assistant - Andrea Atkins

Business Manager - Pam Mulcahy

Gift Shop Sales Associates - Brittnie Funez, 

Amy Sarnow, Lisa Stampp

Board of Trustees

President - Jim Miller

Vice President - Manjunath Pendakur

Secretary -Susan Walker

Treasurer - Sheila Reinken

Board Members - Connie Chiara, Robyn Morigerato,

Keith Rizzardi, Darlene Ward

http://www.gumbolimbo.org
http://www.gumbolimbo.org
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/general-donations
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