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A Place for Pollinators
Things are all aflutter in the Gumbo Limbo Butterfly Garden.  We have been as busy as 
bees, caring for the garden to make it a place for pollinators to feast on their favorite 
flowers.  The goal for any pollinator-friendly garden should be to provide lots of native 
plants.  Native plants are those plants that grow naturally in your specific area.  If you go 
to the big retail stores, you will most certainly find lots of pretty, flowering plants, usually 
referred to as ornamentals.  These are great for planters or to set around the patio, 
but they provide little nutrition for hungry pollinators.  Think of ornamental plants like 
junk food but for insects.  Sure, they may be able to gather nectar, but they provide few 
nutrients for the pollinators.

Planting an assortment of wildflowers will attract a variety of pollinators.  Some pollinators, like Monarch butterflies, 
are very picky!  They will only visit if there are milkweed plants available.  Others, like our state butterfly, the zebra 
longwing, are not as choosy.  They enjoy many plants like frogfruit, corkystem passionvine, and firebush, just to 
name a few.  While we already had the above-mentioned plants in our gardens, we wanted to add a bit more 
variety.  Hopefully, this will encourage more and different pollinators to visit our garden.  A few examples of native 
plants that we have added to the garden are beebalm, blazing star and coreopsis.  If you’re not sure what each of 
these plants look like, come visit our garden and look for the labeled plants!

Another element you can add to your garden is a bug house!  Just as the name implies, it’s a place for pollinators to 
take shelter.  Bug houses encourage pollinators to stick around and enjoy the garden.  Like a beautiful blossoming 
flower, a bug house can also add a personal touch.

We’ve discussed food and shelter for pollinators, but don’t forget the water.  Pollinators, like bees, will actually 
utilize a bird bath as a “bee” bath.  Make sure to have rocks or stones in the water so the pollinators have something 
to rest on while taking a drink.  This will prevent insects from accidentally drowning.

Why have a place for pollinators?  With the constant threat of habitat loss, it is important to have places for 
pollinators to rest and feed as they migrate or have an area where they can repopulate, pollinating plants for 
generations to come.  This ensures that not only those animals will have a place to thrive, but you will always have a 
bustling habitat right outside your door, for your enjoyment!

by Christie Collins, Science Educator
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Manager’s Corner
Welcome to another issue of Hammock Happenings!  Since re-opening to 
the public in August, we have been busier than ever – thanks to you!  I can’t 
tell you how happy it makes me to be able to share our Nature Center with 
you again.  I love hearing your stories about your memories of Gumbo Limbo 
– usually from a school field trip or camp – and how you are back to share 
it with your own kids.  It is an honor to be able to carry out the traditions 
started by Gordon Gilbert over 37 years ago.

Recently we said goodbye to our aquarist 
or four years, Bryan Danson.  Bryan 

accepted a promotional position at the 
Memphis Zoo as a Supervisor of Aquatics.  
We wish him success and best “fishes” in 

his new adventure.

If you pay close attention, you’ll be able to tell that the seasons are changing 
in Boca Raton.  The humidity has dropped, and the temperatures are 
delightful.  Our hammock is filled with the songs of migrating birds on their 
way to their winter homes, and our Nature Center is filling up with our 
“snowbird” seasonal residents.  It’s so nice to see you all again!

Make sure you check out the calendar with all our upcoming programs.  
We’ve added new tours, school break camps, and some other surprises.  
Many of our program sell out in advance, so be sure to sign up as soon as 
you can!  One event you don’t want to miss is the annual GumboFest celebration at Red Reef Park on November 20.  
This  FUNdraiser for Friends of Gumbo Limbo is bound to be a good time as always!

With the holidays just around the corner, you’ll find something for everyone in our beautifully redesigned gift 
store.  Don’t worry if you can’t get to the store, many of our most popular items are available online at https://
shopgumbolimbo.org/ And if you’re just not sure what to buy the person who has everything – symbolic turtle 
adoptions never go out of style, and best of all 100% of the proceeds go to helping sea turtles!  More information is 
on our website: Adopt a Sea Turtle | Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

Hope to see you soon at Gumbo Limbo during the most wonderful time of the year!

Hope to see you soon!
~Leanne 

Friends of Gumbo Limbo's Annual Gumbofest
Kickoff the season of gratitude by joining Friends of Gumbo Limbo for the annual GumboFest and help show 
appreciation for the tremendous work happening to protect the amazing sea turtles that call our coastal waters 
home.

On Saturday, November 20, Friends will be coming together to work a little and play a little.  From 9:00 am to noon 
Coastal Stewards will be conducting a plastic collection and elimination mission on the beach and snorkeling near 
shore at Red Reef Park.  Then at 3:00 pm until 6:00 pm, everyone will be coming together at Crazy Uncle Mike’s to 
celebrate a job well done, raise some money for sea turtle rescue, rehabilitation, research, and release.

Please visit the website for ticket packages to participate and opportunities for businesses, families, and individuals 
to join in supporting this critical work.

Help make this the most successful fundraising event of the year!

In the spirit of Coastal Stewardship 
John Holloway, Executive Director

https://www.gumbolimbo.org/


3

From ‘Habitual Hooker’ To Keys Kritter —  
A Keys (Sea Turtle) Success Story

Sea turtle rehabilitation coordinator Whitney Crowder exhibits 
the satellite and acoustic tags on Wormhole, a juvenile green 
sea turtle released in the Keys. All sea turtle work performed 

under appropriate state and federal permits.
 TIFFANY DUONG/Keys Weekly

“This is a repeat offender or ‘habitual hooker,’ as we 
call it,” said Whitney Crowder, a sea turtle rehabilitation 
coordinator from the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center 
in Boca Raton.  A boatful of Keys locals chuckled as 
Crowder continued talking about a juvenile green sea 
turtle named Wormhole.  “It does not learn very well 
and has been caught at least five times on fishing hooks 
— that we know about.  One of the times even has a 
police report attached to it.”

Jokes aside, Crowder and her colleague Maria Chadam, a 
sea turtle veterinarian from the nature center, visited the 
Keys at the end of August with one mission in mind: to 
convert Wormhole, their problematic, frequently-hooked 
sea turtle, into a Keys local.  They transported the turtle 
via van to the Florida Institute of Oceanography at the 
Keys Marine Laboratory (KML) in Layton for release on a 
nearby reef.

“Wormhole was a hot mess,” said Chadam.  “We brought it here because it’s been caught five times.  Last time, 
we released it two hours north of us and, in less than a week, it made it back to us in Boca and got hooked again.  
With the blessing of the FWC, we came up with an alternative release location to deter it from our fishing piers: the 
Keys!”

Before moving to Boca, Crowder had spent seven years 
in the Keys, working at the Turtle Hospital in Marathon 
and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Research Institute.  Her 
husband used to work at KML.  So when she needed help 
finding her problematic patient a new home, Crowder 
leaned on old Keys friends.

Cindy Lewis, the director of KML, donated the release 
boat and coordinated logistics.  She also selected the 
release site: a shallow, grassy, nearshore reef spot called 
Stag Party.  Lewis and her staff had seen other juvenile 
greens “hunkered down, sleeping” on these and nearby 
reefs.  This is a good sign, Crowder explained, because 
it means the habitat is known for turtles of this size and 
species.   KML donated a boat to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center to release

  two endangered sea turtles onto Keys reefs. All sea turtle work
performed under appropriate state and federal permits.

 TIFFANY DUONG/Keys Weekly
Sea turtles that aren’t returned to the same reefs or 
locations they were collected from still need to be 
released to “suitable habitat,” Crowder said.  Suitability 
varies depending on sea turtle species and size class, and each has a different type of preferred habitat.  For a 
juvenile green like Wormhole, reefs like those in the Keys work just fine, she said.  These shallow habitats have lots 
of algae and seagrass for juvenile turtles to forage in.
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The hope is that Wormhole will take a liking to our local reefs and take up residency; more importantly, everyone 
has their fingers crossed that the “naughty” reptile won’t return to Boca and get caught up (literally) in more 
troubling situations.

Lewis had also witnessed juvenile Hawksbill sea turtles on our local reefs, which proved helpful for Queen Elizabeth, 
a second turtle brought down by Crowder and Chadam for release in the Keys.  Queen’s backstory also involves 
negative human interactions, but this time with plastics instead of fishing lines.

“Queen was barely as big as the palm of your hand upon arrival, and we immediately discovered plastic ingestion 
was the cause of illness,” Crowder said.  “Throughout rehabilitation, Queen passed over 50 pieces of hard and soft 
plastics of all shapes and sizes.”

The sea turtle expert noted that discarded plastics have been found in almost every single one of the tiny sea turtles 
that the nature center treats and that the pollution crisis will continue to have a huge detrimental effect on sea 
turtle populations unless we can collectively work together to find solutions.

“This turtle is one of the lucky ones,” she said of Queen, who made a full recovery at the nature center and gained a 
lot of mass, making the critically-endangered turtle eligible for release in the Keys. 

Crowder and Lewis decided to release Wormhole and Queen Elizabeth together.  Support from the Friends of 
Gumbo Limbo and the Florida Institute of Oceanography at the Keys Marine Laboratory allowed for the successful 
return of both patients to the sea.

“This is our way of giving back to other agencies,” said Lewis.  “It’s so important to help any agencies with 
endangered species.  I know how difficult it can be to find funding at any time.  This gave us an opportunity to share 
a solid experience.”

While Queen Elizabeth was too small for tracking, Wormhole was fitted with an acoustic tag and a satellite 
transmitter so that Crowder, Chadam and curious others can follow along.  So far, it looks like she’s adapting well and 
not leaving the Keys.

“Wormhole is still in the same spot, which means so far it’s a success!!!” said Crowder.  “We might have turned her 
into a Keys critter after all.  “You can follow Wormhole’s adventures and (hopefully only local) travels here.  All sea 
turtle work performed under appropriate state and federal permits.

By Tiffany Duong, Keys Weekly.  Reprinted with permission.

Wormhole was outfitted with a 
satellite transmitter prior to release to 

monitor the success of using alternative 
release locations to deter interactions with 

recreational fishing piers.

Follow Wormhole at
gumbolimbo.org/patient-19-wormhole.

https://www.gumbolimbo.org/satellite-tracking
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/patient-19-wormhole
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Volunteers of the Month
Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month and Year programs are designed to recognize volunteers who go above 
and beyond their assigned or expected duties.  These volunteers have made a significant contribution to Gumbo 
Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service.  They donate their time, talents, and energy, and 
share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation and education.  
Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.

Congratulations to Hal Jackson who was selected as our August Volunteer 
of the Month!  Hal was also selected as the Volunteer of the Year in 2019.  
While Gumbo Limbo was closed for a year and a half, even though he 
could no longer volunteer, Hal stayed in contact and continued to support 
and learn about Gumbo Limbo.  When the Center reopened, Hal was one 
of the first to jump back in and resume volunteering.  Since being back, 
he has taken on even more volunteer duties: as a Tour Leader, he gives 
educational and engaging guided tours for the public, as an Aquarium 
Guide, he teaches visitors about our local ecosystems, as a Sea Turtle 
Rehab Educator he talks about our sea turtle patients and the treatments 
they receive, and as an Animal Husbandry volunteer he prepares food for 
every animal at the facility and helps care for the many species here.  Since 
we have reopened, Hal has been an invaluable member of our team; we 
are all so grateful to him for his help.  Next time you are at Gumbo Limbo, 
be sure to say "Hi" and congratulate Hal for being our August Volunteer of 
the Month!

Phoebe Ruttenberg was selected as our volunteer of the month for 
September!  Since we have reopened to the public, we have needed some 
extra help from our volunteers to cover shifts.  Phoebe has really stepped 
up to help, signing up whenever possible and volunteering 60 hours during 
the month of September!  Phoebe always has a smile on her face and the 
most positive, upbeat attitude.  Her enthusiasm is contagious, she radiates 
joy and happiness every time she volunteers, and never fails to provide 
exceptional customer service and education to our visitors.  Phoebe 
volunteers as an Aquarium Guide, Welcome Desk Greeter, and helped with 
a hatchling release in early September.  She is always willing and excited 
to help wherever is needed.  Thank you, Phoebe for being an amazing 
volunteer!
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November Happenings
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December Happenings
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November and December Nature Programs
Advanced reservations are required (unless otherwise indicated); see our website for instructions.  Programs are subject to 
cancellation due to inclement weather or minimum registration.  Refunds given only if program is cancelled by Gumbo Limbo.

Beach Treasures
We're back, live and in person!  Beachcombing is a favorite Florida pastime.  Warm sunshine, cool breezes, sand between your 
toes, the sound of the surf, and the smell of the salty sea air; what’s not to love?  Learn all about the shells and other treasures 
found on Boca’s Beaches, then join one of our expert beachcombers in search of the mysteries the sea has left behind!  Call 
561-544-8605 to register for this free program.

All ages: children/minors must participate with a registered adult.
Friday, November 12; Wednesday, December 15; 2:00-3:30 pm

• 
• 

Early Birding with Al
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones!  Join us for a FREE early morning birding adventure at Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center.  Learn about our native and migratory birds from an experienced birder, as we walk the Ashley Trail and the boardwalk 
in search of warblers, gnatcatchers, woodpeckers, and other avian species.  Binoculars recommended.  Meet on the front porch 
of the Nature Center.  Reservations not required.

Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.
Thursdays; November 18, December 30; 8:30-10:00 am

• 
• 

Golden Hour Guided Tours
Gumbo Limbo is open and back in full swing, but here is a tip for missing some of the happy crowds - join us for an after-hours 
tour through our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility and outdoor aquariums, open-air butterfly garden, Ashley Nature Trail, and 
ending with breathtaking sunset views of the Intracoastal Waterway from the beach by our Seminole Chiki.  Parts of the tour 
take place on a mulched trail, please call if you have accessibility questions.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult.
Tuesdays and Fridays; November 2, 5, 23, 26; December 7, 10, 21; 5:00-6:30 pm
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $10; All others $13

• 
• 
• 

Home School Workshops
Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based lessons for your homeschool students, ages 3-12.  Participate in science 
activities related to the monthly topic, prepared specifically with your student’s age group in mind.  November's topic:  Mazing 
Mammals!  What are the characteristics of mammals?  Learn about some of the planet’s most amazing mammals.

Ages 3-12.  Students will be divided into age groups; 3-5 years (parent stays with child), 6-8 years, and 9-12 years.  Younger/
older siblings must participate in their own age groups.  Parents stay ONLY with ages 3-5.

Wednesday, November 17; 2:00-3:30 pm (2:00-3:00 pm for ages 3-5)
Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5 (siblings $3); All 
others (siblings $5)

• 

• 
• 

Intracoastal Adventures – Canoeing
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise!  Explore the Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails, while learning about the 
fascinating mangrove and estuary ecosystems of South Florida.  Must have canoeing experience and be able to get in and out 
of a canoe without assistance.  2-3 per canoe, single paddlers will be paired with staff or another participant.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult.
Sunday, November 21; Saturday, December 4; Sunday, December 19; 9:00-10:30 am
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All others $25

• 
• 
• 

• 

Intracoastal Adventures – Kayaking
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise!  Explore the Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails, while learning about the 
fascinating mangrove and estuary ecosystems of South Florida.  Must have kayaking experience and be able to get in and out of 
a kayak without assistance.  Single/double kayaks will be assigned to couples/groups as available.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult.
Sunday, November 7; Saturday, November 20; Sunday, December 5; 9:00-10:30 am
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All others $25

• 

• 

https://www.gumbolimbo.org/registration-information
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Little Wonders
Welcome back to in-person programs for our youngest naturalists!  This monthly children's program will allow you and your 
child to learn about the wonders of nature together through story times, explorations, and crafts.

Ages 3-4 with an adult (one adult per family please).
Saturdays; November 13, December 11; 10:00-11:00 am
Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10
Cost per adult: Free

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

Nature Detectives
Welcome back to in-person programs for our youngest naturalists!  This monthly children's program will be held outdoors and 
will allow you and your child to learn about the wonders of nature together through story times, explorations, and crafts.

Ages 5-6 with an adult (one adult per family please).
Saturdays; November 13, December 11; 12:00-1:00 pm
Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10
Cost per adult: Free

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

Ornaments Naturally
Bring your imagination!  Create ornaments and decorations with holiday themes from shells, sea beans, pinecones, and 
colorful craft supplies.  Materials are provided, but you are welcome to bring your own holiday décor to add to your natural 
creations.  Make a beautiful keepsake for yourself and one to give as a gift.  Separate registration and payment required for 
each session.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult.
Saturday, December 18; 10:00-11:30 am or 1:00-2:30 pm
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $12

Sea Turtle Camp 
Do you have a budding conservationist?  Fall break and Winter break can be fun and educational!  Sign them up for Sea Turtle 
Camp where they will learn about the importance of caring for and protecting sea turtles and other marine life.  Sign up for 
one, two, or all three days!

Ages 6-8:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; November 22, 23, 24; 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Ages 9-12: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday December 27, 28, 29; 8:30 am-12:00 pm
Cost per child per day: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $30; All  

 others $35

• 
• 
• 

The Art of Nature
Join us as we explore a variety of artistic methods to view and appreciate nature.  November's program, Leaf and Learn 
will take us on a stroll through our Tropical Hammock Forest, gathering fallen leaves to create an artful addition to your fall 
wardrobe (walking portion may last up to 45 minutes, with the possibility of walking off-trail).  Next, we will create colorful 
collages of leaf prints using the leaves dipped in fabric paint and pressed onto a shirt.  Please bring your own pre-washed t-shirt 
(lighter colored polyester and/or cotton work best).

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult. 
Sunday, November 14, 12:00-1:30 pm
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5; All others $8

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

The Science of Nature
What is the name of the science that studies insects and spiders?  What does a dendrologist do?  Come find out for yourself!  
We will explore the science of nature and conduct some scientific experiments and activities of our own.  Program for adults 
and families.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and participate with a registered adult.
Sundays; November 14, December 12; 10:00-11:00 am
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5; All others $8
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What Makes a Light “Sea Turtle Friendly”?
Sea turtles are among the oldest creatures on Earth and their behavior 
is based on millions of years of nesting before any human influence 
on our beaches.  Consider how dark land would have been before 
humans, and how much natural light from the night sky, including the 
moon, would reflect on the ocean’s surface.  This dark-light contrast 
easily guided hatchlings safely toward the direction of the water.  They 
instinctively would crawl away from the dark silhouette of the dunes 
and toward the brighter horizon of the ocean.

 Sky glow visible to the north from the beach 
in Spanish River Park.

Now enter humans.  Millions of years of instinct disrupted by less 
than one hundred years of urbanization and coastal development.  
Unfortunately, land is now the brighter horizon, resulting in confused 
hatchlings unable to find the ocean after emerging from their nest.  Every 
sea turtle nesting season, thousands of hatchlings are disoriented by artificial light pollution.  Sometimes the light 
pollution is coming directly from a source near the beach such as a streetlight, parking lot light, balcony, or porch 
light.  Other times the light is coming from inland sources.  How can lights not on the beach affect sea turtles?  A 
combination of outdoor lighting from homes, businesses, streetlights, etc. creates a cumulative effect in which the 
sky is illuminated; a light pollution phenomenon called sky glow.  Sea turtle hatchlings see this glow in the sky as the 
direction of the ocean.  Regardless of the source of light pollution (beach or inland) the result is the same, hatchlings 
crawling towards land instead of the ocean.

What can we do about it?  Even if you do not live on or near the beach, you can help reduce artificial light pollution 
and make our night sky darker.  Only use lights when and where needed, install motion detector lights or timers, and 
properly shield all outdoor lights.  Avoid using any outdoor lighting that is not needed for safety, such as decorative 
or landscape lighting for ponds, trees, fountains, or sides of buildings.  Look for “certified wildlife friendly” labels on 
lights and fixture when shopping.

An example of wildlife friendly lights - 
bollard fixtures with amber LED bulbs.

But what makes a light “sea turtle friendly”.  The three golden rules of 
sea turtle friendly lighting are: Keep it Low, Keep it Long, and Keep it 
Shielded.  Keeping light low means placing fixtures as low as possible to 
the ground while still having it be appropriate for the needed purpose.  
It also means to use a bulb that produces the lowest wattage/lumens as 
possible.  Keeping it shielded means having a fixture that is downward 
facing and shields the light from shining in an outward or upward 
direction.  Keeping it long means that bulbs or lamps produce only 
long wavelength radiation (560 nanometers or greater).  Lights in these 
wavelengths are amber, orange, or red in color.  Sea turtles have a low 
sensitivity to light in those wavelengths, because they don’t generally 
encounter them.  Sea turtles spend most of their time under water and 
these light wavelengths (amber, orange, and red) disappear at varying 
depths.  They are much more sensitive, therefore, to the green and blue 
colors of the spectrum as these wavelengths penetrate to much deeper 

depths of the ocean which helps them see objects under water.

For more information, visit myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/sea-turtle/lighting/.

By David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator

 

https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wildlife/sea-turtle/lighting/
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When Life Gives You Garbage…
In early 2019, a team from Gumbo Limbo Nature Center 
was invited to tour the Solid Waste Authority (SWA) of 
Palm Beach County’s Renewable Energy Facility II.  You 
might think, as I did at the time, what does the Solid 
Waste Authority have to do with renewable energy?  
And the answer quite surprised me!  Most of the 
waste generated in Palm Beach County is incinerated 
(technically combusted), and the heat is used to create 
electricity.  Clever, right?

Of course, the environmental cynic in me had LOTS 
of questions.  Is this really the BEST option?  And our 
guide, former Gumbo Limbo science educator Dawn 
Perez, had lots of answers.  In short: yes!  While it 
is undeniably better to reduce, reuse, recycle, and 
compost, there will always be waste left over which 
needs to be disposed of.  Old-school methods of burying 
our waste are, well, wasteful.

By combusting waste, the SWA generates enough 
electricity to power its own facilities PLUS an additional 
74,000 homes nearby.  Combustion reduces the 
volume of waste that needs to be buried by about 60%.  
Roughly 90% of recyclable metals can be removed from the ash (metal doesn’t burn).  And tricky petroleum-based 
materials like plastic, which do not decompose, burn hot, and break down into smaller compounds, some of which 
can decompose.

The first question on all our minds, well, mine at least: what are the effects this is having on our climate?  
Combusting waste does generate carbon dioxide and other potentially harmful gasses.  Most of those gasses are 
captured or neutralized through a complex series of filters and scrubbers.  The final emissions coming out of the 
giant smokestack is mostly water and nitrogen, and overall cleaner and more environmentally friendly than what 
would have been expelled if we had allowed the waste to decompose naturally in the landfill.

So here we are.  We kept thinking about waste management and our “Legacy of Litter” exhibit, and we had an idea.  
What if our garbage cans could talk?

Some creative budgeting later, “Talking Trash”, our newest, highly functional, not-quite-an-exhibit-but-educational-
none-the-less display was born.

This newest addition includes a community message board, where we can share news clippings, research articles 
and community highlights from the world of waste management.  To the right, a fully functioning waste bin, with 
lots of color and instructions to make “throwing away” more fun!  In the near future, we plan to add a “Where is 
Away?” panel to discuss how waste is processed in Palm Beach County, because, let’s face it, as the garbage keeps 
piling up, we may as well make it a moment worth remembering.

By Cory Keester-O’Mills, Exhibits Coordinator
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Friends of Gumbo Limbo

Coastal Stewardship
Help to advocate and advance the conservation of our coastal and marine 
environment to create a secure future for generations to come.  Become a Coastal 
Steward and join our special team of supporters dedicated to advancing our mission 
of protecting nature from the reefs to the mangroves.

Adopt A Turtle
It can be tough to find the perfect gift... but look no further!  Consider giving the gift of charity to those you care 
about.  Hatchling or resident sea turtle "adoptions" available at GumboLimbo.org/Adopt.

Pave the Way
An engraved paver at Gumbo Limbo is a personalized way to show your support for our mission.  Find out how you 
can help pave the way at GumboLimbo.org/Pave-The-Way.

The Gumbo Limbo Gift Shop
Friends of Gumbo Limbo has worked hard at a complete overhaul of our store, with a strong focus on sustainable 
and recycled products. The Gift Stop is now open for in-person shopping Tuesday - Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
(closed on Mondays).  We're thrilled to announce our new online store, where you can shop from the safety of your 
own home while still supporting Gumbo Limbo!  ShopGumboLimbo.org. 

Get Social With Us!
#LoveGumboLimbo

Facebook
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc

Twitter
@GumboLimboNC

#LoveBocaRaton
Boca Raton Recreation

City of Boca Raton Government

Instagram
gumbolimbonaturecenter

YouTube
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/coastemem
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/coastemem
http://GumboLimbo.org/Adopt
http://GumboLimbo.org/Pave-The-Way
http://ShopGumboLimbo.org
https://www.facebook.com/GumboLimboNatureCenter
https://twitter.com/GumboLimboNC
https://www.instagram.com/gumbolimbonaturecenter/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GumboLimboNC
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRecreation
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRatonCity/


13

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
NEW Hours of Operation

Nature Center, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation, and Aquariums
Tuesday - Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  ·  Monday, 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

The Gift Shop is closed on Monday.
The Boardwalk is open 7:30 am - sunset with access from the Red Reef Park West parking lot.

General Information (561) 544-8605  ·  Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608  ·  Gift Shop (561) 544-8610

1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
gumbolimbo.org

Suggested donation of $5 per person.  Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc. to support 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, including, but not limited to, feeding the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the

 Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.

City of Boca Raton Recreation Services Staff

Administration & Operations

Recreation Services Director - Michael Kalvort, CPRE
Gumbo Limbo Manager - Leanne Welch

Secretary - Kristin Child
Visitor Hospitality Representative - Whitney Delanoy

Aquarium

Senior Aquarist - Keith Herman

Education

Environmental Program Coordinator - Susan Elliott
Science Educator - Christie Collins

Science Educator - Alyssa Saldarriaga
Environmental Educator - Frankie Gorora

Environmental Educator - Kassie Rodriguez

Exhibits

Exhibits Coordinator - Cory Keester-O’Mills
Exhibits Intern - Winston Miller

Facilities Maintenance

Maintenance Supervisor III - Reed Benardo
Custodian - Kevin Addison

Groundskeeper - Cary Boudreau
Groundskeeper - Angelo Difede

Sea Turtle Conservation

Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator - David Anderson
Sea Turtle Conservation Assistant - Rebecca Germany

Marine Turtle Specialists - Adriana Barioli, Lisa Esposito,
Angela Field, Kylea Perrin, Lexie Peterson

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator - Whitney Crowder
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Caitlin Bovery

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Emily Mirowski
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Technician - Andrea Jelaska

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc.

Staff

Executive Director - John Holloway
Business Manager - Pam Mulcahy

Operations Coordinator - Lara Howrey
Retail Manager - Jean DeLuca

Gift Shop Sales Associates - Michelle Dittmeier, Brittnie Funez, 
Deborah Tolton, Michelle Velasco

Board of Trustees

President - Jim Miller
Vice President - Manjunath Pendakur

Secretary -Susan Walker
Treasurer - Sheila Reinken

Board Members

Jose Barrera 
Alex Lolavar

Robyn Morigerato 
Keith Rizzardi

Matthew Thompson

http://www.gumbolimbo.org
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/general-donations
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