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2021 Nesting Season in Review
Every year the sea turtle nesting season officially comes 
to an end on October 31 and begins again on March 
1.  Between those dates, our sea turtle conservation 
staff reviews and verifies Boca Raton’s nesting data.  The 
data are compiled into annual reports and compared 
with data from previous years.  This helps us better 
understand nesting trends and aids policy makers in making 
management decisions to protect sea turtles and the 
nesting beach habitat.

How was the 2021 nesting season?  It was uneventful, 
meaning there were no major hurricanes, not a lot of active 
predators, and no record high or low nesting numbers.  The 
season ended with 21 leatherback nests, 647 loggerhead 
nests, and 190 green nests.  The leatherback total was 
considered a good year and highest since 2015.  The loggerhead total was the lowest since 2010, and the green total 
was disappointingly low considering it was expected to be a high year of 300 or more.

Sea turtles do not always nest after emerging from the water.  While there was a total of 858 nests, there were 
also 1315 non-nesting emergences, or false crawls.  That means 60% of the time a turtle crawled ashore, she did 
not nest.  This false crawl percentage was even higher in areas where people are on the beach at night, such as the 
South Beach Park Pavilion area (70%), and where the sea grapes have been trimmed in North Boca (68%), lowering 
the dune, and exposing to the beach to light pollution and A1A traffic.  The light pollution also caused 8 nesting 
turtles to wander around in search of the ocean after nesting, and 89 nests where most hatchlings crawled towards 
the dune instead of the ocean.

We had 63 nests documented as being negatively affected by predators but only 11 of those were declared a total 
loss.  This low number can be attributed to the hard work of our staff to keep predators at bay until after each nest 
hatches.  Our team prevents foxes and raccoons from digging into nests with the occasional application of habanero 
pepper powder and/or the placement of welded wire screens above where the eggs are located.

continued on page 10
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Manager's Corner

Welcome to another issue of Hammock Happenings!  We hit another milestone with this issue, as this one is 
available in PRINT!  Since July of 2020, our newsletter has been only available in digital format.  This one will still be 
available digitally, but we will have copies printed (on recycled paper, of course) for visitors to pick up in the Center.

Speaking of visitors, we have been setting visitation records almost every day!  We are thrilled to see all your faces, 
and happy to share the best kept secret in Boca with you all.  I hope you have been able to take advantage of the 
gorgeous winter weather with a stroll through our redesigned butterfly garden and along our elevated boardwalk 
through the coastal hammock forest.
Make sure you check out the calendar inside with all our upcoming programs.  We’ve added new tours, programs, 
and some other surprises.  Many of our programs sell out in advance, so be sure to sign up soon!

We are so excited to welcome back in-person field trips to for local schoolchildren in grades 1, 3, 5, and 7 to 
complement our existing virtual field trips and homeschool offerings.  Our founder, Gordon Gilbert, was a 
schoolteacher at Boca High and Gumbo Limbo was started as a place for students to come and do science (not just 
learn about it).  In fact, in the early years, we were only open for field trips!  Being able to carry out Gordon’s legacy 
by having students back here in person means so much to all of us.

Caitlin Bovery

Finally, Please join me in bidding a fond farewell to Caitlin 
Bovery, as she moves to Maryland for an exciting position 
as the Rehabilitation Manager at the National Aquarium in 
Baltimore.  She began her journey at Gumbo Limbo while 
working towards her graduate degree at Florida Atlantic 
University, volunteering in the sea turtle conservation and 
rehabilitation programs.  She then decided to turn sea turtle 
rehabilitation into a career as a Sea Turtle Rehabilitation
Assistant for 5 years!  The turtles and all of us here at Gumbo 
Limbo will miss you!

Thanks again for all your support or our Nature Center, our 
animals, and our programs.

Until next time,
Leanne

Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards
Happy New Year, and my sincerest wishes for health and prosperity for all.  The pandemic has undoubtedly been 
front of mind for all of us these last two years, and I couldn't be more proud of the commitment exemplified here at 
Gumbo Limbo by the professionals and volunteers.  Never missing a beat, the Gumbo Limbo Team may have been 
closed, but we were still caring.  Now we rise.

As the new normal is established, I want to take the time to share some thoughts about the peril our coastal 
ecosystem is facing and how Friends of Gumbo Limbo is growing to address the crisis.  The call to action is evident 
when looking at our beautiful beaches and across the waves; if we fail to steward the marine and coastal ecosystems 
actively, we not only deprive current generations of the critical benefits which the oceans offer - we commit 
ourselves to a path where future generations will have no reason to look across the sand and into our turquoise sea 
and dream about the wonders that arise from the great unknown.  It is time to do more.

continued on next page
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Coastal Stewards continued from page 2

The combined effects of population shift towards south Florida, the ever-increasing reliance on single-use plastics, 
the profound presence of microplastics, people's boundless appetite for protein, and energy derived from charcoal 
are key culprits.  When you multiply those elements with a lack of effective coastal governance and appropriate 
infrastructure investments, severe degradation of our marine and coastal environments is happening right in front of 
us.  It is time to notice and for everyone to play a more significant role.

This degradation means that our coast and associated ecosystems- the mangroves, seagrasses, salt marshes, and 
coral reefs - are losing their ability to provide the fundamental sustenance for sea life like sea turtles and manatee, 
not to mention the services upon which human well-being depends.

Providing shelter and food for juvenile fish species, juvenile sea turtles, and manatees, which often thrive across 
mangrove, seagrass, and coral reef habitats is one crucial example of the current victims of our lack of proactive 
stewardship.

With a proud and strong history of supporting marine research, community outreach, and the funding of day-to-
day operations here at the nature center, Friends of Gumbo Limbo has seen that what we have accomplished is 
remarkable, but no longer enough.  Friends of Gumbo Limbo can and will do more.

To that end, our organization is committed to evolving and increasing our positive impact on the environmental crisis 
at hand.  All the while, we are maintaining an unwavering support  to our beloved Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.  In 
2022, Friends of Gumbo Limbo has become Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards.  Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards inspire 
people to support stewardship and research of coastal and marine ecosystems, sponsor sea turtle conservation, and 
advocate for enhancing the Gumbo Limbo Nature Center.  With new and exciting experiences associated with sea 
turtle rehab at the nature center, beaches throughout Palm Beach County, and eco-intentional retail sales; we are 
going to have our best year yet.

As we continue this journey, we invite everyone to become a coastal steward and join like-minded people who want 
to learn more about combating these challenges and proactively make a change here in our coastal communities.  
Won't you join this effort and provide gifts of time, talent, and treasure?  Please reach out to us with any questions 
or to join the team.

In Shared Stewardship,
John Holloway

President / CEO, Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards

Coastal Steward Eco-Intentional Retail Updates

January 16th 12:00-2:00 pm
Meet Anya Gupta, a 5th grader, who is an author.  She is the founder of Pennies for Penguins and is dedicated to 
stopping plastic pollution and saving penguins.

President’s Week
Meet Stephanie Mandell of Florida Sea Turtle Company.  They donate money from their bracelet sales to Gumbo 
Limbo & other conservation efforts.  Follow our social media or stop by the Coastal Steward Gift Store for the time 
and date of this event.
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Meet Your Local Raptors

Bald eagle.  Photo by Philip Brown on Unsplash.

South Florida is home to many fascinating birds.  Perhaps you 
have heard songbirds, like the mockingbird, singing lovely 
tunes in your backyard.  Or maybe you’ve noticed a wading 
bird, like the great blue heron, silently stalking its next meal.  
Have you ever seen a bird soaring above, holding an animal in 
it’s talons?  Well, that was probably a raptor!

The word “raptor” comes from the Latin term “rapere”, which 
means “to seize”.  Raptors are also known as “birds of prey” as 
they often prey upon live animals.  Raptors that hunt for their 
prey in the daytime are called diurnal, while those that hunt 
nighttime prey are nocturnal.  These birds have three special 

characteristics that distinguish them from other birds.  They have strong grasping feet with sharp talons, beaks 
hooked for shredding prey, and they eat only meat.  Because raptors are predatory animals, they are often found at 
the top of the food chain in their ecosystems.  The health of raptor populations is often a key indicator of the overall 
health of the ecosystems, showing a sustainable balance of prey and predators as well as a sufficient diversity of 
producers and consumers.

In Florida, there are many different raptors, like hawks, owls, and even Bald Eagles.  Red-shouldered hawks, Buteo 
lineatus, are commonly seen soaring above or perched in tall trees, searching for their next meal.  Florida is home 
to a year-round, non-migratory population of red shouldered hawks.  Other populations of the species can be found 
all over the country, with a small percentage that move north to breed in the summer, and then back down south 
for the winter.  While they are a familiar sight, catching a glimpse of these beautiful animals is always as exciting as 
seeing one for the first time!

Another local bird of prey is the small but mighty American kestrel, Falco sparverius.  The body length of the kestrel 
is only a foot or less.  This raptor’s pretty plumage has a mix of reds, whites, blacks, and even a hint of blues.  The 
American kestrel is smallest falcon found in North America and there are two sub-species found in Florida.  The 
northern American kestrel visits during the winter, while the southeastern American kestrel is here year-round.  The 
southeastern kestrels prefer habitats such as open woodlands, sandhill, and can even be found in pastures and open 
fields near suburban areas.  The southeastern kestrel is a state designated threatened species.  The main threat to 
these birds is the loss of nesting and feeding habitat.

If you’d like to catch a glimpse of our local raptors like the American kestrel, red shouldered hawk, or any other bird 
of prey, simply keep your eyes to the skies!  Enjoy a walk through the woods, scrub, or wetlands; it is a great way to 
put some movement into your day and experience the sights and sounds of the great outdoors.

by Alyssa Saldarriaga, Science Educator

#LoveGumboLimbo

Facebook
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc

Twitter
@GumboLimboNC

#LoveBocaRaton
Boca Raton Recreation

City of Boca Raton Government

Instagram
gumbolimbonaturecenter

YouTube
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center

https://www.facebook.com/GumboLimboNatureCenter
https://twitter.com/GumboLimboNC
https://www.instagram.com/gumbolimbonaturecenter/
https://www.youtube.com/user/GumboLimboNC
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRecreation
https://www.facebook.com/BocaRatonCity/
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Volunteer of the Month

Gumbo Limbo’s Volunteer of the Month (VOTM) and Year programs are designed to recognize volunteers who go 
above and beyond their assigned or expected duties.  These volunteers have made a significant contribution to 
Gumbo Limbo Nature Center through their dedication and service.  They donate their time, talents, and energy, and 
share a common goal of inspiring generations to learn and experience nature through observation and education.  
Volunteers are nominated and selected by Gumbo Limbo staff.

Congratulations to Kate Greene and Mystica Green (no, this was not 
planned!) who were selected as our October VOTM.  We just could 
not break the tie!  Besides, they are equally amazing, and we want 
to recognize them both for their dedication and hard work.  Our 
volunteer numbers are growing, but so are the visitation numbers.  
Double shifts and multiple days are the only way we have been getting 
everything covered.  So, many thanks to the Green(e) gals!

Kate Greene is a regular volunteer at the Welcome Desk.  Did you 
know she got a great Google review from a visitor this month?  She 
worked double shifts all month and she covers desk responsibilities so 
reliably that our staff has time for other duties when Kate is here!

Mystica Green is an enthusiastic new volunteer who jumped in 
with both feet!  Her very first volunteer assignment the day after 
orientation was the International Coastal Cleanup!  All month, she 
worked two shifts per week covering the aquariums and she recently 
completed her Sea Turtle Husbandry training.  She is always looking 
to do something more and something new.  If you need help with 
anything, ask Mystica.

November’s Volunteer of the Month is Animal Husbandry 
volunteer, Casey Hudspeth.  Any Monday, you can find 
Casey working quietly behind the scenes, preparing food, 
and taking care of the animals.  But she does not just 
keep to herself.  In fact, she doesn’t miss an opportunity 
to engage with visitors while she is out sunning Ruby 
the red ratsnake or feeding the huge Golden Orbweaver 
spider by the boardwalk.  She loves all animals and wants 
others to understand how amazing they are as well.  
Thank you, Casey!

Gumbo Limbo’s volunteers are the heartbeat of the 
Center.  We never want to be without you again!  Thank 
you for coming back to help get Gumbo Limbo up and 
running once again.  Happy holidays and a safe and 
healthy New Year from all of us!
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January Program Calendar
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February Program Calendar
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Nature Program Schedule
Advanced reservations are required (unless otherwise indicated); see our website (www.gumbolimbo.org/registration-
information).  Please note, programs are subject to cancellation due to inclement weather or minimum registration.  Refunds 
given only if program is cancelled by Gumbo Limbo.

Beach Treasures
Beachcombing is a favorite Florida pastime.  Warm sunshine, 
cool breezes, sand between your toes, the sound of the surf, 
and the smell of the salty sea air; what’s not to love?  Learn 
all about the shells and other treasures found on Boca’s 
Beaches, then join one of our expert beachcombers in search 
of the mysteries the sea has left behind!  Call 561-544-8605 to 
register for this free program.

All ages: children/minors must participate with a 
registered adult.

Wednesdays; January 5, February 2; 2:00-3:30 pm
Fridays; January 21, February 18; 2:00-3:30 pm

Citizen Science Squad
Gain hands-on field experience by participating in a different 
scientific data collection project each month.  Our educational 
activities support conservation-based projects that relate to 
Gumbo Limbo’s mission.

Ages 9 and up; adults do not participate but must sign 
child in and out.

Saturdays, January 29, February 26; 2:00-3:00 pm
Cost: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/

Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $5; All others $8

Coffee with a Naturalist
Bring your coffee and your curiosity as, each month, we stroll 
through and explore the different areas of Gumbo Limbo.  
We’ll even have coffee on hand in case you don’t have time to 
bring your own, or just need a topper.  (Be green and provide 
your own coffee mug please).  

Adults Only
Sundays, January 9, February 13; 8:00-9:00 am
Cost: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District Resident/

Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $8; All others $10

Early Birding with Al
Pick up some new skills or sharpen the old ones!  Join us for a 
FREE early morning birding adventure at Gumbo Limbo Nature 
Center.  Learn about our native and migratory birds from 
an experienced birder, as we walk the Ashley Trail and the 
boardwalk in search of warblers, gnatcatchers, woodpeckers, 
and other avian species.  Binoculars recommended.  Meet 
on the front porch of the Nature Center.  Reservations not 
required.

Ages 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied 
by an adult.

Thursdays; January 27, February 24; 8:30-10:00 am

EcoWatch Lecture Series – On the Cutting 
Edge of Conservation!
Glimpse the many faces of conservation as experts in their 
fields share their work, research, and experiences, with the 
common goal of a more sustainable future.  Join us for this 
free lecture at the Boca Raton Public Library (Downtown) 
400NW 2nd Ave, Boca Raton, 33432

Ages: 10 and up; children under 18 must be accompanied 
by an adult

Thursdays, 6:30-8:00 pm
January 13 – Sea Turtle Rehabilitation by Whitney Crowder
January 27 – Sea Turtle Conservation by David Anderson
February 10, February 24 – TBD
Email WDelanoy@myboca.us to register.

Golden Hour Guided Tours
Gumbo Limbo is open and back in full swing, but here is a tip 
for missing some of the happy crowds: join us for an after-
hours tour through Gumbo Limbo’s Sea Turtle Rehabilitation 
Facility and outdoor aquariums, open-air butterfly garden, 
Ashley Nature Trail, and ending with breathtaking sunset views 
of the Intracoastal Waterway from the beach by our Seminole 
Chiki.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with a registered adult.

Tuesdays, January 4, January 18; Fridays, January 14, 
January 28; 5:00-6:30 pm

Tuesdays, February 1, February 15; Fridays, February 11, 
February 25; 5:30-7:00 pm

Cost per person:  City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $10; All 
others $13

Home School Workshops
Join Gumbo Limbo Educators for super science-based lessons 
for your homeschool students, ages 3-12.  Participate in 
science activities related to the monthly topic, prepared 
specifically with your student’s age group in mind.

Students will be divided into age groups; 3-5 years (parent 
stays with child), 6-8 years, and 9-12 years.  Younger/older 
siblings must participate in their own age groups.  Parents 
stay ONLY with ages 3-5.

Wednesday, January 19, and February 16, 2:00-3:30 pm 
(2:00-3:00 pm for ages 3-5)

Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District 
Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5 (siblings $3), 
All others (siblings $5)
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http://www.gumbolimbo.org/registration-information
http://www.gumbolimbo.org/registration-information
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/26.3684096,-80.1144832/Boca+Raton+Public+Library,+400+NW+2nd+Ave,+Boca+Raton,+FL+33432/@26.3625145,-80.1201728,14z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x88d8e3b12de2e9eb:0xd533cbd0500cc02c!2m2!1d-80.0890174!2d26.3543966
mailto:WDelanoy%40myboca.us?subject=
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Nature Program Schedule
Intracoastal Adventures – Intro to Canoeing
Not experienced enough to confidently make your way 
through waves, wind, and tangled canoe trails?  Then this 
program is for you, an opportunity for you to get more familiar 
with paddle strokes and navigating, get comfortable out 
on the open water, and learn the best techniques to avoid 
tipping, all while enjoying the shallow waters along the edge 
of the Intracoastal.  2-3 people per canoe, single paddlers will 
be paired with staff or another participant.

Ages 13-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with a registered adult.

Sundays; January 2, February 6; 9:00-10:30 am 
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 

District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All 
others $25

Intracoastal Adventures – Canoeing
Explore the Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails, while 
learning about the mangrove and estuary ecosystems.  Must 
have canoeing experience and be able to get in and out of a 
canoe without assistance.  2-3 per canoe, single paddlers will 
be paired with staff or another participant.  These programs 
are not appropriate for inexperienced paddlers; paddlers who 
are not able to safely maneuver a boat will return to the shore 
and a refund will be issued.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with a registered adult.  Each child under 13 must 
be accompanied by one adult parent/guardian; each canoe 
must be paddled by 2 adults or an adult and child 13 and up.

Thursdays, January 6, February 3, 11:00 am-12:30 pm; 
Saturday, January 22, 11:00 am-12:30 pm; Sunday, February 
20, 9:00-10:30 am 

Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All 
others $25

Intracoastal Adventures – Kayaking
Beautiful scenery, fresh air, and exercise!  Explore the 
Intracoastal shores and mangrove trails, while learning about 
the fascinating mangrove and estuary ecosystems of South 
Florida.  Must have kayaking experience and be able to get in 
and out of a kayak without assistance.  Single/double kayaks 
will be assigned to couples/groups as available.  

Ages 7-adult; Each child under 13 must be accompanied 
by one adult parent/guardian, no child under 13 may paddle 
a single kayak.  Minors under 18 must sign-up and participate 
with a registered adult.

Thursdays, January 13, February 10, 2:00-3:30 pm; 
Saturdays, January 15, February 19, 9:00-10:30 am;
Sunday, January 23, 9:00-10:30 am

Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $20; All 
others $25

Little Wonders
This program will allow you and your child to learn about the 
wonders of nature through stories, explorations, and crafts.

Ages 3-4 with an adult (one adult per family please).
Saturdays, January 8, February 12, 10:00-11:00 am
Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District 

Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10

Nature Detectives
This program will allow you and your child to learn about the 
wonders of nature through stories, explorations, and crafts.

Ages 5-6 with an adult (one adult per family please).
Saturdays, January 8, February 12, 12:00-1:00 pm
Cost per child: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park District 

Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All others $10

The Flavors of Nature
What did people do before grocery stores?  Join us as we 
explore and sample a variety of edible herbs and native plants 
used for cooking, seasoning, salads, and more.

Adults only
Sundays, January 30, February 27, 4:30-5:30 pm
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 

District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $8; All 
others $10

The Science of Nature 
What is the name of the science that studies insects and 
spiders?  What does a dendrologist do?  Come find out for 
yourself!  We will explore the science of nature and conduct 
some scientific experiments and activities of our own.  
Program for adults and families.

Ages 7-adult; children under 18 must sign-up and 
participate with a registered adult.

Sundays; January 9, and February 13; 10:00-11:00 am
Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 

District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Member $5; All 
others $8

A Walk in the Hammock 
Join us for a guided nature walk along our quarter-mile 
boardwalk trail that meanders through the beautiful 
hammock forest and along the magnificent mangroves by 
the Intracoastal.  Enjoy the peace and quiet of this woodland 
habitat, interrupted only by the sounds of birds, the antics of 
squirrels, and the occasional visit of a fox, raccoon, or skunk.

All ages: children under 18 must be accompanied by a 
registered adult.

Tuesdays, January 4, January 25, February 8, February 22; 
9:30-10:30 am

Cost per person: City of Boca Raton/Beach and Park 
District Resident/Friends of Gumbo Limbo Members $5; All 
others $8 (under 3 years, free)
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Nesting Season Review, continued from page 1

Although there were no major storms, there were several 
significant high tide events that coupled with rough seas.  
At times there was beach erosion, nests inundated with 
water, and nests with an accumulation of sand.  Of the 
858 total nests, 205 got wet at least once.  Only 20 of 
the 205 were a total loss or “washed out”.  So, if we lost 
20 nests to water events and 11 nests to predators, that 
leave 827 that potentially hatched.

We inventory, or excavate, as many nests as possible 
three days after they hatch.  This season, we were able 
to inventory 767 nests.  On average, we found that 80% 
of the eggs in each nest hatched.  The other 20% of eggs 
were either embryos that ceased to develop at some 
point, infertile eggs, or eggs lost to predators (including 
ghost crabs and plant roots).  The average number of 
eggs per nest was 99.5. That means the 827 nests that 
survived total disturbance had a total of 82,287 eggs.  If 
80% of those eggs hatched, then 65,829 hatchlings were 
produced! 

By David Anderson, Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator
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Sea Turtle Surgeries Save Lives

Did you know that sea turtles require 
surgery to remove tumors?  At the Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation Facility at Gumbo Limbo 
Nature Center, the medical team works 
diligently to care for sick and injured sea 
turtles.  Many of these sea turtles suffer from 
fibropapillomatosis, a debilitating disease that 
causes tumors to grow predominantly on the 
soft tissues and eyes of juvenile green sea 
turtles.  Our Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility 
is one of only seven centers in the state of 
Florida that is equipped to treat sea turtles 
with the disease fibropapillomatosis (FP).

Visitors can watch surgical procedures through viewing windows in the 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Facility. 

Each of these patients require a delicate surgical procedure to recover fully, but until very recently our facility did 
not have a surgical suite on site; we had to travel to nearby facilities to borrow surgical space.  Recently, we were 
able to renovate our existing treatment space to build our very own sterile surgical room at Gumbo Limbo!  This is 
extremely exciting news for our medical team and makes caring for our sea turtle patients much easier, now that 
surgery can be performed right here on our own property.

Dr Maria Chadam performing tumor 
removal surgery in the new surgical 

suite surrounded by our state-of-the-
art medical equipment. 

Sea turtle surgery requires a sterile space, room for specialized equipment, 
and the ability to use anesthesia.  Surgeries often include tumor removals, 
amputations, reconstruction surgery for boat strike and/or entanglement 
injuries, and hook removal, just to name a few.  Your donations to the 
Friends of Gumbo Limbo help support the ongoing medical operations of 
the rehabilitation facility and make it possible to maintain the necessary 
equipment.  Our CO2 surgical laser, donated by the National Save the Sea 
Turtle Foundation, is integral to treating fibropapilloma tumors that plague 
juvenile green sea turtles.  Electrocautery is also used to aid in removing 
tumors, amputating flippers, or debriding wounds.  Each piece of equipment 
we have was specially selected by our veterinarian to provide exceptional 
quality of care for our patients.

This has been a busy year for the rehabilitation team.  To date, we have treated 
114 sea turtle patients in our new hospital room with a variety of medical 
procedures and surgeries.  Viewing windows on both sides of the room allow 
visitors to observe surgery while it happens live!  If you haven’t visited the 
center since we’ve re-opened, we encourage you to stop by our rehabilitation 
facility and check out our new surgical room!

By Whitney Crowder and Caitlin Bovery
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Gumbo Limbo Nature Center
Hours of Operation

Nature Center, Sea Turtle Rehabilitation, and Aquariums
Tuesday - Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  ·  Monday, 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

The Gift Shop is closed on Monday.
The Butterfly Garden, Ashley Trails, and Boardwalk are open 7:00 am - sunset.

General Information (561) 544-8605  ·  Volunteer (561) 544-8538
Friends of Gumbo Limbo (561) 544-8608  ·  Gift Shop (561) 544-8610

1801 North Ocean Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida 33431
gumbolimbo.org

Your donations go to Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, Inc. to support Gumbo Limbo Nature Center, including, but not limited to, feeding 
the animals, purchasing supplies and services for the Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Program, and creating exhibits.

 

City of Boca Raton Recreation Services Staff

Administration & Operations

Recreation Services Director - Michael Kalvort, CPRE
Gumbo Limbo Manager - Leanne Welch

Secretary - Kristin Child
Visitor Hospitality Representative - Whitney Delanoy

Aquarium

Senior Aquarist - Keith Herman
Aquarist - Angela Field

Education

Environmental Program Coordinator - Susan Elliott
Science Educator - Christie Collins

Science Educator - Alyssa Saldarriaga
Environmental Educators - Frankie Gorora, Kassie Rodriguez

Exhibits

Exhibits Coordinator - Cory Keester-O’Mills
Exhibits Intern - Winston Miller

Facilities Maintenance

Maintenance Supervisor III - Reed Benardo
Custodian - Kevin Addison

Groundskeeper - Cary Boudreau
Groundskeeper - Angelo Difede

Sea Turtle Conservation

Sea Turtle Conservation Coordinator - David Anderson
Sea Turtle Conservation Assistant - Rebecca Germany

Marine Turtle Specialists - Adriana Barioli, Lisa Esposito,
Kylea Perrin, Lexie Peterson

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Coordinator - Whitney Crowder
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Assistant - Emily Mirowski

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Technician - Andrea Jelaska

Gumbo Limbo Coastal Stewards

Staff

CEO/President - John Holloway
Director of Business Affairs - Pam Mulcahy

Associate Director of Programming - Lara Howrey
Retail Manager - Jean DeLuca

Retail Lead - Michelle Dittmeier
Gift Shop Sales Associates - Sharon Donahue, Brittnie Funez, 

Deborah Tolton, Michelle Velasco
Veterinarian - Dr. Maria Chadam

Veterinarian Technician - Victoria Garefino
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Intern - Natalie Hess

Grant Coordinator - Andrew Shaugnessy

Board of Trustees

Chairman - Jim Miller
Vice Chairman - Manjunath Pendakur

Secretary -Susan Walker
Treasurer - Sheila Reinken

Board Members

Jose Barrera, Alex Lolavar
Robyn Morigerato, Keith Rizzardi

Matthew Thompson

http://www.gumbolimbo.org
https://www.gumbolimbo.org/general-donations
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