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LOCAL & STATE

GREENACRES
Casino donates $7,400  
to Potentia Academy

M i a m i ' s  M a g i c  C i t y 
Casino donated $7,400 
to Potentia Academy last 
month in front of enthu-
siastic students, teachers 
and administrators. The 
donation came from par-
tially used vouchers that 
were left behind on the 
Magic City Casino floor by 
patrons last year.

Potentia Academy, a 
private school that caters 
to students with unique 
learning disabilities, was 
founded in 2009. The 
school’s mission is to 
empower students from 
middle school through 
high school. The goal is for 
students to reach their full 
learning potential and to 
transition to independent 
living.

The school plans to use 
the funds donated toward 
the purchase of a shade sail 
for an outdoor eating area. 
This will allow students 
to enjoy lunch while being 
protected from the midday 
sun. For more information 
on the school, visit poten-
tiaacademy.org/

WEST PALM BEACH
‘Kindness’ fest for kids

R h y t h m  &  H u e s 
Children’s Art & Music 
Center will take over the 
500 block of Clematis 
Street from noon to 6 p.m. 
Saturday for the third 
annual Rainbow Palooza 
Festival of Kindness.

The day’s festivities will 
include art and music for 
kids of every age, recycling 
art projects and the oppor-
tunity to learn more about 
climate change.

Entry into the festival 
will be a box of diapers per 
family. This year, Rainbow 
Palooza will benefit The 
Cotton Bottom Diaper 

Bank, Palm Beach County's 
first free-standing diaper 
bank.

Rainbow Palooza will be 
the last stop of the February 
Fill The Truck diaper drive 
for Cotton Bottom, whose 
mission is to end the diaper 
crisis.

The goal for this drive is 
to collect 100,000 diapers 
by May 31.

Families can drop diaper 
boxes off to Rhythm & 
Hues any day to receive 
their wristband early. The 
center is located at 5016 S. 
Dixie Highway. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the Rhythm 
&  H u e s  c e n t e r ,  v i s i t 
RhythmandHues.com.

PALM BEACH
Festival of Fire returns  
to South Florida

The Festival of Fire, the 
only exclusively jet-pow-
ered competition event, 
is set to take place March 
6 and 7 at Palm Beach 
International Raceway. 
Gates open Friday at 5 
p.m. The jets will make one 
round at 7 p.m. On March 
7, gates will open at 3 p.m. 
with jets running at 5:30, 
7:30, and 9 p.m. Tickets 
cost $20 for ages 13 and 
up on March 6 and $30 for 
ages 13 and older on March 
7. Save $5 by purchasing 
tickets in advance online. 
Tickets for children ages 6 
to 12 will cost $7 all week-
end (Save $2 by purchasing 
tickets in advance online). 
Children age 5 and under 
are free.

This event, based on 
speed and explosive pyro-
technics, is the idea of 
Melbourne resident and 
Larsen Motorsports CEO, 
Chris Larsen. For tickets 
and more information, visit 
FestivalofFire.com or call 
321-482-4616.

Compiled by Leesa Davis

I N  B R I E F

By Louis Berney
Special to the Daily News

Religion often takes a back 
seat to other pressing needs 
in this age of multi-tasking, 
multiple jobs, parenting respon-
sibilities and entertainment 
options.

So this Ash Wednesday, the 
Emmanuel Community Park 
— part of Naples’ Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church — will try to 
make things a little easier for 
parishioners and others inter-
ested in welcoming in the Easter 
season. Taking a cue from the 
fast-food restaurant business, 
the church is offering what it is 
calling “spirituality on the go,” 
a drive-up service for people to 
receive ashes and prayer.

From 7 to 9 a.m. and 4 to 6 
p.m. Wednesday, people can 
drive into the community’s 
40-acre park at 2770 Oil Well 

Road and remain in their cars as 
a member of the clergy adminis-
ters them a blessing and applies 
the traditional ashes to their 
foreheads. Blessings will be 
offered in English and Spanish.

“The reality is that a lot of 
people can’t get to church that 
day,” explained Rev. William 
A. Kittinger Jr., associate 
pastor and mission developer 
with Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church, based at 777 Mooring 
Line Drive. “We would rather 
go to them. They shouldn’t be 
deprived.”

Kittinger said he has peers 
who often find it difficult to get 
to church these days, but they 
still have a yearning to be part of 
a spiritual community. “So I’m 
trying to find alternative ways to 
bring people together.” 

Kittinger is 36, and he per-
ceives a need for the church to 
reach out to people nowadays.

“Family has become the most 
important thing in our society 
right now, and that’s not a bad 
thing,” he said. “But we’ve lost 
our sense of community. Where 
one needs their family, they also 
need community.”

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t 
Emmanuel is building, he said, 
“is going to be different from a 
normal church. Instead of the 
church conforming, the church 
will be reforming.” And the 
“spirituality on the go” idea for 
this Ash Wednesday, he said, is 
part of an effort to “reform in a 
way that walks with the people 
in their daily lives.”

The Ash Wednesday drive-by 
service, offered by Emmanuel 
Lutheran for the first time, is 
open not just to church mem-
bers but to anyone who would 
like to come out.

“We really would love to have 
people take part,” Kittinger said.

Drive-up ashes? Florida church 
offering them Wednesday

By Jordan Culver
USA TODAY

In a state constantly dealing 
with animals it wants gone — 
like pythons and green iguanas 
— someone found something 
rare.

A Florida hiker discovered a 
rainbow snake (Farancia ery-
trogramma) last week in Ocala 
National Forest, according to 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission's 
Wildlife Research Institute. 

It's the first time a rain-
bow snake has been spotted 
in Florida's Marion County 
since 1969, according to the 

Florida Museum of Natural 
History.The snake, also known 
as an "eel moccasin," special-
izes in eating eels. According 
to FWC, it is rarely seen, even 
by those who study reptiles 
and amphibians "due to their 
cryptic habits." 

The rainbow snake can 
be found, "throughout the 
panhandle and northern pen-
insula, south along the St. 
John's River to northern cen-
tral Florida," according to the 
Florida Museum of Natural 
History.

Rainbow snakes are harm-
less (nonvenomous), according 
to the museum. The snake can 

press a pointed tail tip into a 
person's hand if it is captured, 
but "the tail is totally harmless 
and cannot sting or even break 
the skin," the museum wrote in 
a post about the snake. 

Rare rainbow snake spotted in Florida 
forest for the first time since 1969

This 4-foot rainbow snake was 
discovered during a hike in the 
Ocala National Forest. [PHOTO 
FROM FWC FISH AND WILDLIFE 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE]


